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The Vick House
Jockey Hollow
Morristown, korris County, New Jersey

Owmner: Fational FPark Service

r=

Date of Zrechlon: 174648 (v
Archltecthy

Builder: Hsnry Wick

Pregent Jonditlon: Zxeellent

Trmher of Stories: One and one-~hell
fsterials of Consbtruction: Foundation - stone

Txterior walls - frame
construnticn

erior walls - wood

Int
onatructlion

c
Inaide brick chimneys

Roof - pliteh, wood
shincles

he Jilek House steands upon the Lick tract
whileh wae purchased orlginally in 1746. The present
houss was nrobably erected in 1747. The sncampment
# the Conbtinentel Army In the winter of 1779-1780
was on the Uick and Eimbel Farms azbout four miles

A

southwest of ¥Horrlstown,.



This house was 3dometimes referred to
g8 lclk ¥all whiech 13 rrobably sxplsined by the
fact that moest of ths dwelling houses In lorris
County of the Revoluticnary perlod were constructed
of logs: this house wea of frame construction and

was unusually larges for ploneer dayd.

There 1g vory little known as to the
aetivity in the Wiclk House during the [evolution.
It ig wvwnderstood, howsver, that Malcr Joserh
Bloomflald was guartsered there during the winter
of 1W76-1777. It 3a algo Ynovn that Hajor-General

e

Arthur Zt. Clalr had his headguarters there.

in Henry Vlek the owner of the
hovae gerved with a company of Morris County
cafvary which 4id good service durling the war,
Howover, this company wos vsed levgely ss a
guard Ter fGovernor ILivingzton and the Frivy
Couneil,

Fith the novse 1s alsc zssociated the
gtory of Tempo Vick. The Ffennsylwvenis troops
under Jeneral Vayne mutinled In January, 1781,
Krg. Wick, according to one stoery told about

this eplsods, was glck and Temperance VWick,
famlilliertily callsd Tempe, went to Nr. Leddell

who was hepr bDrother-Iin~lasw. 49 she mounted

her horse when returning, seversl fZwerican
coldiers stopned ver snd ordered Mer Lo 4l smount
declaring that they had wse Tor the horsg.

Throvet 3 ruze Temne ssceped and rode homns.

Ynen she arrived, she lad thoe heorse into the hig
kitchor, trrough the paricr, and into the spare
bedrocm in the northwesh corner of the house. Che
olosed the shubters ol the only window in the roon,
Accordirns bo the aborw, she placed the Teather bed
onn the floor so that the siamping of the horze
would be less likely o be heard. ihe zoldlers

L]

&
searerned thes barn and woods for the horse, bhut laft
-
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without it. According to one verslon of the
gtory, the horse was kept in the bed chamber
for three weeks; another versiocn says three
days. There are no actual records to prove
that thls story 1is true, but it seems to have
the basis of the fact.
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deport on the
Restoration of the Wigk House
Morristown, New Jersey

By
Thomag T. Watsrman
Associate Architect

In New Jersey are found early buildings in the style of several
neighboring regions. In the northeastern area the Dutch architectursl
influence was dominant, in the central area that of New EIngland, and
in the west that of Pemnsylvania. It is difficult to egtablish hard
and fast lines for the area of each infiuence as the gettlers of
variocus origins intermingled. At Morristown this is very evident;
the %ick heouse 1is purely Connecticut Long Island in antecedents, the
Guerin purely Dutch Hudscn Valley and Weshington's Headquarters {(The
Foré House)} is & blending of the two.

The ¥ick house was built about 1750 by Henry ¥ick, an emigrant
from Bridgehampten, L. 1. About 1745 an emigration of Long Islanders
to New Jersey accounted for the moving here of the younger Wick family.
The area opened up by the new settlers was & fine farming country with
a suoply of virgin timber and considerable deposits of iron. Wood was
the usval building meterial in kiorris County in the earlier days, but
in the counties tc the north and east stone was widely used and in the
lower Delaware River counties brick was almost typical.

The Wick house ig the develonment of the New England house tyve
called the integral leanto. The type is especially interesting as
snowing the whole evolution of the New England house from its original
one-rocn form. The earliest plan, exemplified by the Waite-Potter
house at South Westport, Massachusetts, was a simple rectangle with a
chimney built almost zcross the whole ena of the room. However, in
this type between the chimney and the front wull was a space aboubl six
by eight feet. Partitioned off from the roouw, this was utilized as
the entry and had a steep stair or ladder to the loft or attic. when
the requirements of a growing family necessitated zore space another,
usnally equal room was added at the other side of the chimney. This
produced the central chimney New bngiand house. As time went on the
typical house was built two full stories high, with the same plan up-
stairs and down. The reguirements for further space resulted in the
builading of a low additicen across the back, containing a kitchen in
the center with swall bedroomg at elther end. The addition covered
by a leanto reel produced the familiar "salt box" house with a long
sloping rear roof. While often houses came tc this etate by addi-
ticns they were frequently so built at cne time. Ag the {inzl devel-
opment of the central chimney type house the leante adaiticon was made
two full stories high and the whole bullding was covered by a
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symmetrical gable roof. Since the Wick house is but one story and an
attic in height, it does not fully exemplify this latter phase, but
its plan and frame associate it with this type rather than with the
earlier forms, in that the leanto form is recalled in the {raming and
the roof is a simple gable.

In esrly building the principal members of the {rame of the build-
ing were the corner posts, the sill on which they stood, and the
plates and girts which they supported. In the front and rear walls
were extra posts that supported the timbers, called the chimney girts,
that framed around the chimney. In the leanto house these occurred in
the inside, or chimney wall, of the kitchen, and sn extra set of
posts were placed in the outer wall to take the roof framing. In the
fick house all of these members can be seen, but the heavy summner
beam and small joists, familiar in earlier New England ceiliaps have
given way to a gystem of equal timbers traversing the ceiling. This
is the system the Dutceh always used, though in thelr building esch

eam was supported by a separate palr of posts, as in the idtchen of
Washington's Hesdgusrters in Morristown and in the Gueria house. The
use of equal traverse timbers may be due to Dutch influence, but if so
tarough Connecticut or Long Island, because this system is met with in
both places.

In 81l respects the Wick house can be considered a Long Island
house transplanted to New Jersey. The one story and attic integral
leanto type was the usual type there and many examples rema%n, includ-
ing the "Second House"l and the Sayre house at Southampton.® The
three openingg across the front and the shingled south wall are fre-
aguently met with.

State of House in 1933.—-FPrior tc¢ its restoration the Wick house
presented the appearance of a commonplace story and a half Cape Cod
cottape. It was covered with narrow white painted clapboards and the
shutters were the traditional dark green. The facade had two 15 ILight
windows on each side of a modern center door, which was gheltered by
a flimsy recent porch. The roof was covered with thin machine sawed
shingles, and from the center projected a small central chimmesy. The
side elevations were identical, having two 15 light (of f center) win-
dows on the first floor, two 12 light (centered) windows on the sec-
ond floor, and & 6 light window in the apex of the east gable which
was lacking in the west gable. The rear elevation had a2 small four-
light window at the eust end, then {spaced to the west) a sheathed
door, a pair of 15 1light windows, and at the west end of the eleva-
tion a similer size opening with 12 light sash.

1. Lundmarks of the Hontaulk Highway, E. L. bdrabruster, brooklyn,
1925, p. 35.

2. Long Island's Domestic hrchitecture, etc., Huntington Historical
Society, 1920, p. 2.
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There were few exterior details of interest; all of the window
frames were new, &nd only six old sashes remained. These, houwever,
were of great value, as they were undoubtedly of the date of the
traditional constructicn of the house, ¢. 1750. They had larpgely
old 7 by 9 inch lights and 1-1/8 inch wide muntins. Two of the sash
were three lights wide and three lights high and two were three lights
wide and two lights high., 4An important detall of this sash was that
the lower edge of the upper sash found in the west kitchen chamber
wes beveled to it the sill. This showed that the large sash had
originally been the lowicr, rather than the upper, as the windows on
the front and west sides were asrranpged before the restorotion. Those
on the easgt and rear hsd the small sash at the top as originally
planned. The other old sash were found in the followlng openings;
one in the top of the east kitchen chamber window, one in the top of
the ecst kitchen window and two in tne west.

None of the exterior trim whatsoever proved to be olg, bubt almost
2ll of the sheathed shutters were, 1f not origdinal, &t least very old.
They were made of one wide boarw, kept from weruing by three horizon-
tal clests, one in the center and one three inches from the top and
one three inches ifrom the bottom. The cleats 25 inches wide were
beveled on the edges and driven into wortises in the board so that
the surface way substantielly flush except for two small halfl round
beads run on the upper and lower edges. Some of these shutters had
the original hinges &nd hooks.

The interior cf the house was particulsrly uninteresting. It
was plestered throughout, with no early finish showing. The oldest
trim remslining vislible was that of the west window in the west
kitchen chamber. This was very simple with a cuarter round head at
the sash rebate and & backband formed of the szme moulding, koth of
these mouvloings were evidently run from & muntin mouilding plere, the
charscter of which was lster then the building by perhsps fifty
years.

No ol¢ doors remuined except the rear exterior door., All of
the other doors were gheathed and battened of 19th centwry construc-
tior and were formed of narrow bosrds with 1/4 inch besds run on
their edges. The battens were of varying widths asnd thelr cdges
vere beveled. The doors were hung on built up frames, hed plain
flush trim and cast iron hinges snd letehes. There were no mentels
in any of the rooms &s all fireplsces hsd been eliminated except
thzt in the kitchen. Here there wes & built-in oven at the right of
the fireplece with & painted brick fecing around the two. The
shelf was merely & bosrd supported on iron brackets. The oven of
domicel form way very deep and was closed by a cagt-iron deor dated
1844,

The stair zscended to the attic in the couthesst corner of the
kitchen, In the cloget under the stair it coulc be ween that the
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east wall of the kitchen weg shesathed behind the stair and that the
finish and construction of the stalr were modern. '

The front entry had a closet &t the north end partitioned off
with modern boerde. The attic was partitioned off at either end, at
the east end being a long narrow room, running north and south, and
at the west a wider room of the same length parallel with the bulld-
ing. All of these partitions were nuodern and of mskeshift construc~
$ion. There was & stone cellar under the esstern part of the house,
the rest being unexcavated,

Examiration of the Fabric, 1934.--On the completion of measuring
and recording the Wick house in its unrestored state, it was stripped
of modern materisls. This entailed the removal of all of the clap~
boards and exterior trim. The frame was thug entirely exposed, and
was meagured and photogrephed. The framing of the front or south
wall showed that the fenestration and type of wall covering hed been
changed from the original.

The centrsl door had not been changed in position but had been
heightened. The 0ld pains for the head piece showed the original
height of the docr in the jamb studs that went from sill to plate.
Flanking these and 1 foot 10 inches away weres the posts carrying the
chimney girts. These were complete with their braces, which occurred
oniy on the sices away from the center. The west brace had been cut
back 2t its intersection with the plate to allow for the insertion of
& window und the east one was nicked for the same purpose. Simllar
braces occurred at the end posts, thst at the east end being also
nicked. The evidence of the cut braces pointed definitely to a
change in fencstration and further examination made the original ar-
rengement clear. It also showed that all studs in the centrsl areca
betveen the extrsme projection of the breces had been changed. For-
tunately all of the originel studs had not been destroyed, but some
had been reused in new pogitions. The old gains cut in the plate
showed their former position and further showed that oripinally there
was only one window in the south well on either side of the door in-
stead of two. The ezstern section showed studs in their original
position from the underside of the brace to the sill, and one other
0ld stud reused at the right of the left-hand window. It was found
that this was an original window jamb stud (with gaing for head and
5111 pleces) reused inverted. Ite original positicn was indicated
by a gain & few inches to the left. The companion jamb stud was
missing. This 1g the case in the western section as well. The
original stud was &lso reused inverted at the left of the right-hand
window. Unfortunately no origlnal window {rames remained anywhere
in the building.

All of the studs, posts and braces across the front were found
to be notched out to receive battens, come of which were still in
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plzce. The presence of thege battens showed that this wall of the
house was shingled at an early date, and probsbly originally. The
spacing of the battens showed that the exposure of the shingles was
about fifteen inches. The use of this type of wall covering 1s prob-
ebly of Dutch origin. The materisl is widely used in areas of Tutch
colonization or influence, such ag extreme southwestern Connecticut,
Long Island and the Hudson Hiver area. The church at Springfield,

H. J., has such shingles, nailed at the butts. Frequently on Long
Islend. houges with shingled front snd clepbosrded side walls will be
geen, as at the Wick house, where only the front waz batiened to re-
ceive shingles.

The original fenestration of the side elevations wag zlso clear-~
Ly revealed by the f{raming. In both walls the southerly window was

in its original location in plan, but had been lowered several inches,
as shown by gains for heed and gill in the jamb posts, all in their
original positiors., The northerly windows hat in both csges been
enlerged and on the east wall both jamb studs had been removed. For-
tunately in the west well both jaub studs for the windows were in
place, though the center section of the northerly stud had been cut
away to allow for the enlergement of the window. In this way the
gains for head and sill pieces were lost but they remained in the
southerly jamb stud. These and the spacing of the two studs gave

the heipht and width of the windows. Correspcending gaing in the

end girt of the east elevation indicated that the two windows were
identical in size and location.

The Treming o the north well was ecually explicit in locating
the original ovenings. The kitchen cdoor was unchsnged in location
or size. The door frame was modern but the door, if not actualily
original, wus at least very old. The little souare window at the
escterly end was shown by gains 1n the jamb studs to have been In
the seme locaticn se the original. “he existing sash weeg higher at
the hesd, but the line of the top of the olc sash zlso was chown by
the gains. The exuct width wes determined by the original ovening
cut in the interior sheathing which still remsined. The jamb studs
of a corresponding square window at the westerly side of the eieva-
tion indicated a similer window in this location. 0OI the two central
windows the framing proved that that to the rirht had not existed
originally, but that at the leirt wes unchsnged in location. The
jamb studs for the latter remained, with both head and jamb piece
gains oreserved. The right-hand window nad been cut through a diap-
onal brace, and ao old jswb stvds or peins for the same in plate or
gill remsined.

The esst and west gable walls showed changes in fenestration
from twoe to & gingle larpe opening in the lower part of the attic
and & emell opening under the apex of the roof. The jamb studs Ior
the smell windows remsined with the nead and sill piece pains cut in
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then. Only one jamb stud for each of the lower sttlc windows re-
meined, but the location for the other was indicated ana so the
locations of the windows were determined.

An examinstion of the roof framing showea that no changes had
been made in it, but the fact that the aperture framed for the chim— -
ney was so much greater than the shaft suggested that the chimney had
once been larper. In studying the chimney this was also the conclu-~
glon reached,

With the stripping off of the westherboards the inside covering
of the rooms could be seen from the outsice. In most cases this was
plaster on wood lath, except in the resr rooms where sheathing covld
be seen. The plaster firish covld be Givided into three periods
indicated by lsth that was hand split, ola sawed and new sawed.l The
varicus periods seem t0 have no architectural importance so will not
be discussed here. ALl plaster on sawed lath wes removed, but this
revealed nothing of importance. The ceilings were then exsmined
from the attic by taking up the floor boards. It was found that the
lath employed wag largely hand split seemingly indicating an early
period, but it was observed that the celling beams tne soffits of
the floor boards were very sooty and in the kitchen that both had
once been whitewsshed. This was relisble evidence that the ceiling
timbers had once been exposed in the roome below., Therefore sll
ceiling plaster on hand-split lath and a1l remaining wall plaster
was removed. That the ceilings had all originally been exposed was
rade certain by their appearance when stripped.

Sheathing was found on several interior partitions behind the
plaster. Up to this time only certain areas of interior sheathing
on outside walls was known to have existed. The sheathing was found
on the south wall of the entry, on all walls of the kitchen, on.the
gouth and east walls of the kest Kitchen Chamber, the north, south,
and west walls of the East Kitchen Chamber and on walls and the
cellings of the Pantry. No old shsathing was found in the two front
roons.

In the front entry sheathing wss found against the front wall,
between the posts beuring the chimney girts and the door jamb studs.
Whitewash wag adhering to this sheathing showing that it formerly had
been exposed, as was the case with the celling timbers. The south
wall was the only 0ld wall of the Eatry remaining, all the inside
partitions belng new. That to the east of the door had been moved
west to enlarpe the east room and the original line of the partition
could be seen zgainst the post. The west partition had not been
moved, as shown on the marks on the post, but it had been reconstruc-
ted as 8 stud end plaster partition with new material. When the

1. The various areas of each type are indicated on sheet #2 of the
Wick House Frameworl drawing No. MUR-1035.
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chimney was rebuilt, presumably in 1848, or shortly after (the dete
on the oven door), all of the original finish in the north part of
the Entry, including the star was removed. The line of the sscent

of the steir was shown in the celling frawming.

The Regstorsiion of 1934.—-The exterior restoration of the Wick
house was guided by explicit evidence except in the case of the ac-
tusl surfoce trestment of the entrance docr. The shingles of the
front were hand cleft by CCC workers tc the size as shown by the
cleats. They were applied with hand wrought nails to the old clests
where they remained, or to the new clests get in the 0ld paine where
they were miesing.

The absence of cleats on the side and resr walls made it clear
that thesge walls had been westherboarded, though no old weatherboards
remeined in place. A4 piece of an old one, in ocelr, was found derelict
in the building and was used as a model for the new material.

The window frames, made of solid members in conformance with
old practice, were set intc the old head and gill geing in the jamb
studs. This was true throughout the building, the character of each
window being shown in the framing. The old sash remsining was re-
used and followed exactly in detail for the new sasgh throughout the
building. The old shutters were reused, except where one or two new
ones were needed and these latter were copies of the old. The new
ones, in common with all new wood ussa anyshere in the building were
stemped with the date.

The sash &nd shutters of the bullding were painted with iron-
oxide paint, in sccordance with old practice, znd with old paint
found on them. Often such paint was used &g a priming coat with
another color on top. 1t seemed that here, in what might bte called
& ploneer house, the lesst exXpensive amd most durdavle paint would be
used, which would be iron oxide. The walls were not painted ae they
were usnally left vnpeinted until after 1800. The barns are orobably
19th century and were therefore palnted.

In considerinpg the restoration of the interior of the house, the
two front roomg can be discusced together, as thelr condition was
similar. There was no evidence of the oripginal use cof plaster in any

‘of the rear rooms and sg it was sure that the rough ceiling beams had

been exposed in these roomg, it seemed unlikely that the walls were
originally plastered. It was therefore determined to foliow the wall
treatment of the rear rooms, sheathing the wglls horizontslly on the
outsice walls snd constructing the partiticne of vertical Woards. In
locating the doors in the rooms, the entry dcors were fixcd by the
plan of the entry itself. The north doors were left in the same lo-
cation as found; this was presumably original as shown by the old
shesthing on the other side of the psrtition. This arrangement of a
psir of doors in the north wall, one leading to the kitchen and one
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to the chember was characteristic in this building tyse. The Payne
houge in Festhampton, L. 1., has similar pairs of doors as do mogt of
the houges of the type.

The exact gize and location of the fireplaces was not obtsinable
but there could not be much variation from the restored condition due
to the fact that the location end size of the chimney was well deter-
mined by the foundaticn and framing. The fireplaces have only a very
gimple trim, with no mantel shelf, as was characteristic in the period.
Above the [ireplace paneling was used &g &t the Ward Heightman house
in New Haven and the Swett-Ilsley house, Newbur), Massachusetts. This
is a characterigtic practice in work after about 1700, Before thie
time paneling was almost unknown in the colonies. I1ts place was taken
by sheathing which wee 0f the type known as tongue und groove, the
surface of the joints being concesled by s broad shallow moulding. By
1700 this tyope of construction gave place to a new form, like that in
the filck house. In this one board ig beveled on the edge and the
other is beaded and rebated, a form used alike in paneling and sheath—
ing. Therefore, if vertical sheathing had been used over the mantel
the lower edges of the boards would hsve had to be supported on a
cleat, which, when beaded and rebated to take the board, and the
board beveled to be received in the rebate, a panel form would auto-
matically he produced.

The woodwork in these front rooms is painted with one coat of
iren-oxide paint. In very esrly times when paint was not aveilable
wood finish was often stained with beet juice, but later paints made
from ferriferous goil were used ingtead.

The window trim throughout the house folleows that of the fire-
place of the front rooms and is conjectural. It is precedented by
that ir the Payne house at Essthampton. The window trim in the west
kitchen chamber was removed eince it was congidered to have been a
substitution of abecut 1300,

lio work was necessary in the two kitchen chambers or the pantry
except the cleening off of ister coverings from the sheathing and re-
wairing it and inetelling new sash, fremes, and trim. In the esast
kitchen chamoer the ezat wall had logt its sheathing and this had to
be replaced here zs well s on the north and west walls of the west
kitchen chamber. In the kitecben the modern stalr was removed, show-
ing the old sheathbirg. When the stair wee instslled sbout 1850 it
coverea the old door ¢ the front room, thereifore & new door had been
cut further west. 1n this way the old sheathing in this latter area
was lost, and in the rebuilding <f the chirney the overmantel as well.
These areas werve veplaced during the restorstion in accordsnce with
The course pursued in the [ront rooms. For the new finish throughout,
nopler, the wood of the originsl, wes used. A supply of exception-
ally wide boaras thirty years old was found anc acquired for the work.



The old stair was evidently destroyed in the slierations of c. 1848,

. but the header of the well pertly remained and showed the orig-

~inal Jocation. Thnere was no information as to the actual stair de-
tail, sc it was rebuilt zs simply as possible, of cla materiszl, &ll
dated 1934. The Iocetion determined the north partition of the en~
try, as well ag the pogition of the door at the fvot of the stair.
The use of a sisep staircase within sheathing is unususl and was due
to the absence of & second floor and the primitive charzcter of the
buiiding construction. In the Long Islend prototypes an cpen shair
with turned balusters winds up against the chimey. The lack of
precedent prevents the authenticatling of the entry closei, but its
Llocation seems reasonsble. The two grouped doors follow the group-
ing of those in the two froni rooms. The sheathied finish on the
“three inside walls 1s in accordance with that in the resr roows.

The doors, however, are comjectural as nc ¢ld interior woors survived.
fhere coors occurred in sheathed walls in early work they were gome-
times paneled and somebimes sheathed. In ths lattsr case the moulded
joints of the sheathing were dupllcated In the doore. Typeg of doors
in sheathing cceur in the Payne house in Easthampton, L. T,

45 the then existing modern doorg in the wWick house were
sheathed and battened 1t was felt that they perhaps replaced doors of
the sane type rather tasn paneled doors. Therefore the former were
used throughout in the restoration. They are hung cn jamb siuds that
extend from the floor to the ceiling timbers. At the proper level a
head piece is morticed into the jamb studs. This is o practice often
met with in both Dutch and English colonial building. An example of
the former is in the dabile house at Rotterdam, 5. Y., and of the lat-
ter at the khipole-#atthews houge, at Hamilton, isscechusetts. The
front docr of the Wick house is hung in & similar way and though the
head piece was missing, its location was evident. The restored ex-
tericr door iteelf is a ususl varlety for dwellings of this charscter.
It is built of two dhnicknesses of shesthing, that on the exbterior set
verticsally ito shed the rain, and that on the inside set horizontally,
functioning as & serles of batteans. The two thicknesses are Tixad
together by wrousht iron spikes driven from the outside and clenched
on the inside. These spikes are arrenged to foram a pattern of cdiag-
onal intersecting lineg, =3 wuas often the custom, and as was dirsched
in Bettsworti's "Builderg Dictionary," published in London in 1732.
The prectice of decorating doors in this way was usual throuphout the
pre-Revolutionary period.

The wmost uniortunste 01 nge thot had been mcde in the bullding
was the reolacing of tue oripinel chimney wlth ancther about the
middle of the 1%th century. “iside from the unﬂVg;:al use of fire-
places in early rooms, it was known from the smoket ceilings of the
front roomg that they once had fireplaces. In its state in 1933,

(See HARS NY-547, &heel lo. 2).
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however, there were no fireplaces Iin either of the front rooms, this
spuce being occupied by a deen oven in the kitchen. This condition
led to the belief that the chimmey had been rebuilt, and the date,
1348, on the oven door supgested the period of the chanpge. A care-
ful exemination of the brickwork was made which showed that a preat
many bricks had been reused from an older structure. The base of
the chimney was examined by excavation and 1t was determined that
there was n0 evidence t0 show that the north, west, ¢r south lines
sf the base had even been changed. Un the cast, however, the founda-
tion evidently continued over t¢ the line of the cellar wall. This
would have made it coincide with the line of the o0ld west peartition
of the goutheast room as shown on the post in the front well. The
framing of the celling and roof confirmed the size ss shown by the
foundation.

With this evidence it was determined to rebulld the chimney
which was done in exact accordance with the information uncovered and
with the precedent of =arly houses of the type. The old brick wsse
used supplemented by brick from ruins of the 19th century Thompson
house, in the psrk. The sgrea allowed by the foundation was not very
great, but two small firenlaces were obtained for the front rooms
and a large but shallow one for the kitchen as well as an oven in
the center opening from the rear of the kitchen fireplace. This
was the usuwal arrangement of this building type, and the dimensions,
which were concidered scanty were found to be usunal in early work in
Connecticut and Long Island. The iorm of the fireplaces was deter-
mined by tne snace and vitility, &s tney would have been in the early
days. The curved jsmbs of the kitchen firepluce were used to allow
them to fit with those of the front rooms, and was & usage widely
orecedented in New Fngland work, as in the Province house in Boston.
Tuic is true also of the locatlon of the oven in the rezr wall.
These ovens were heated by filling them with hot cosls, and then
raking the cosals out into the fireplsce when the oven was hested.
When the oven opened int0 the room an ash chute had 1o be built at
the side into the fireplace, but when it oOpened inte the fireplace
it was not necegsary. The domical form of the oven is chsracter-
istic.

The original flooring in the house had largely been replaced by
nctern. The southeast room flcor was very poor and was replaced in
the restoration with an 0ld nine floor from a house at 239 it.
Kemble Avenue and that of the soulhwest room was replaced by one
fpom 232 Mt. Keuble Avenue. In the latter room portions of an old

oel floor were otill in olace, but very little was left and matching
”loorlng coula act ve found, The small area of old wmaterial left
wag moved to the entry and relsid.

The kitchen floor was modern under linoleum and the room was
entirely relaid with an entique oek floor from 232 iit. Kemble Avenue.
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Most of the old floor remsined in the west kitchen chamber except
under tne north window. This ilatber srea was lald with ola flooring
to match and the old floor repesired. The missing boards are ssia to
have borne the hoof prints of the horse Tempe Wicik is said to have
concealed in this room during tne Revolution, and were removed as
souvenirs., In both the pantry and the east kitchen chamber, the
floors were relaid with old ocak f{looring from 232 iét. ¥emble hvenue,
ag no old flooring remeined in either room.

The cellar was intact, but ihe stone walls were in bad condi-
tion, the west heving to be largely rebuilt. In the excavations
parts of the cellar steps were found which located the bulkhead and
showed a patched area in the east wall where the coor had been. In
the south wall fragments of the old window grille weie found which
gave the size and gpacing of the vertical bars.

It is fortunate thal thae Wick house has swvivsd to give us an
accurate picture of the dwellings tnat were bvilt by the Hew Jersey
nioneers of English antecedents. The Tact thet it was built by a
Long Islander, wihose New England origin csused him to build in the
lattsr style, modified by the conditions that prevalied on eastern
iong Island, mekes the house even more interesting. There sre others
of the genersl type in the vicinity, but no other has retainea its
setting s0 unchanped, or shows more rellsbly the dwelling of mid-
Jersey of two hundred yesrg ago.



